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when I tell them that God is neither a man nor a
woman, they ask how he is made then; I answer that
he has neither flesh nor bones, and that he is like the
soul. One of them made me laugh, for he replied:
‘It is [114] true the soul has neither bones nor flesh,
I saw mine, and it had neither.” 1 wished to in-
struct him thereupon; but they have no words to ex-
press the purely spiritual ideas, or, if they have, I
do not know them. Thus far, I am only feeling my
way; and what causes me the most regret is that,
not being able to understand them, I perceive that
my ignorance will be of long duration, inasmuch as
they do not remain long in one locality, and because
my cares are going to be more numerous than they
have been. God will provide for all; he is greater
than our courage.

However, the fruit which may be gathered from
this mission will be great, if it please God. If the
Fathers who are assigned to go to the Hurons, a sta-
tionary tribe, are able to enter the country, and if
war does not trouble these people, probably in [115]
two years it will be seen that there is not a nation so
barbarous as not to recognize and honer God. Some
are astonished that they hear nothing about the con-
version of Savages during the many years that we
have been in New France. It is necessary to clear,
till, and sow, before harvesting. Who of the Reli-
gious who have been here have ever known perfectly
the language of any tribe in these countries? Fides
ex auditu, faith enters by the ear. How can a mute
preach the Gospel? When Father Brebeuf was be-
ginning to make himself understood, the arrival of
the English compelled him to leave these poor peo-
ple, who said to him, at his departure: ‘‘Listen, thou



